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Mount Tabor Had Gold Rush

Beautiful District, Park Can Boast Colorful Past

This iz the firsf of fwo ov-
ticles om Portlond™s scenic Moont
Tobor district ord Hs  colorful
Kistory.

By Art Chenoweth

Mount Tabor probably is

the only Portland community
that was attracting attention
thousands, perhaps even mil-
lions, of years ago.
" Back in that dim past, the
double-domed prominence
from which the district gets
its mame was a sputtering vol-
cane. Geolopists at different |
times have offered differing
versions about when Mount
Tabor burped out its final gofb
& efffuviuml

SOME OPINIONS say as
recently as 2000 years ago,
others put it at 1,000,000
Years or more.

The wears since then have
been pretty lively ones, too.
Mount Tabor has had a truly
romantic past.

There was a gold rush and
a uranivm rush. There was
natural disaster and violence,
Pioneers opened a new e¢ra
of progress there.

And our most irritating
lawn weed got its start on|
those verdant slopes. |

AT ONE time, perhaps 1.-
000,000 years ago, a great in-
land lake coversd this region.
Mount Tabor was an island, |
along with Council erest Kelly |
butte and Rocky butte. |

Up to a little more than a
century ago it might as well
have remained an island. Cov-
ered and surrounded by a
vast forest, the area was
largely unpenetrated.

A matural disaster of 18461
helped to open the region fo
the settler. In that year a :
great forest fire erupted a

little east of Lents at the
foot of Mount Seott. Flames
ate a wide swath northward,

stopping only at the Colum-|:

bia river edge.
EARLY SETTLERS called

the ravaged section “the big|,

burn® Acres of coarse grass

and brush grew up on thel.
burned-over land, Trails and|

farmhouses began to appear.

An ezrly resident was Dr. ).
Perry Prettyman. cnmir;% to |,
on

Oregon in 1847, he settl

a donation land claim on the |
west slope of this mountain |

which, as yet, had oo name.

Another, more famons, pio-
neer came to that area in the
same %riod——ﬂtirrtnn Kelly.
But if Dr, Prettyman's name
has not become so famous
as Kelly's, still his coming had
fateful consequences.

HE WAS a leader in the
growing community and he
helped organize the first
Mulmomah county agricultur-
al sogiety,

But he also did what
turned out to be an awhl
thing—and all with the no-
blest of intentions. For medi-
cal purposes, so the old ac-
counts say, Dr. Prettyman
intfroduced a plant new to
Oregon and nurtured it

It was the dandelion. To-
day the fruits of his labors
plague hundreds of thousands
of home owWners.

By 1853, the pretty moun-
tain community counted per-
haps 10 pioneer families.

(cate it, sought a mame for

[lmunity organization. Mount

.[for many vears, its own jus-
|tice of the peace and its

own legal status as a judici-
“jal sub-district.

Mostly Methodist, they organ-
ized 2 Sunday school and
school at the home of David
Prettyman,

FEELING THE noed of a
permanent edifice, they bent
their labors to building a lcrg]
school house. Some actmm,'_'a1
place this building high up
on Mount Tzbor, others Io-
cate it east of the mountain,

The house was complete in
the spring of 1854 and the
settlers, gathering to dedi-
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their stately mountain,

Clinton Helly proposed
Mount Zion and it was adopt-
ed Lnanimously. But the name
was changed within the hour,

Plympton Kelly, son of
Clinton, had been absent from
the meeting for a few min-||
utes, (Old accounts do not !
state why.) He returned to
find the mountain already
named and immediately ob-
jected. )

MOUNT ZION is too com- |
mon a2 name, he arpued, He
suggested Mount Tabor, @

Plympton had been reading
a book about NMNapoleon's
campaigns. He had relived, |
with the French regiments,|
the stirring events of the
French battle against the Mos-
lems on the plain of Edrae-
lon near the base of Mount
Tahor in Palestine,

_After Plympton explained
his nomization, the group
reversed itself, voting unani-
mously for Mount Tabor,

Passing years brought more
settlers and a growing com-

Tabor had 1ts own post office

VIOLENCE touched the
mountain in 1886, a period
when local sentiment ram
strongly against imported

of March 5, 50 masked men
rode up the summit, grimly
brandishing pistols.

On top they accosted more

masked riders herded the
terrified Chinese like cattle
all the way down to the Will-
amette rver,

There the Orenials were
forced aboard the Albina fer-
ry, dispatched to the West
side and ordered never to re-
turn.

The year 1888 saw the open-
ing of the first rail connection
hetween Mount Tebor and the
metropolitan area. An enter-
prise of the Willametts Bridpe

“ceolie labor” On the night|

than 100 Chinese who had |}
been  chopping wood. The

"o

company, the line operated

puffing steam motor trams

and provided 24 trips a day,
ith the bepinnings in

minded Portlanders began eye-
ing residential possibilities in
the picturesque neighborhood
and many new houses began
Spningng up.

omorrow: Mount Tabor's
‘gold rush')

’mass transportation, huma-‘




RESERVOIRS, serving city's East side, lend tranquil air 1o wooded Mount Tahor park,
overlopking Mount Tabor residential section. Area has long romantic history.

STATELY TREES, lofty view, have made Mount Tabor favorite excursion for many
years, This scene of late 18205 would ba impossible today, Awto traffic is much heavier,
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Tabor’s Crater Foundin’l13

City Acquired Mountain Park Site Back in 1909

{Final Article)
By Art Chennoweth

Journal Stalf Writer
Mount Tabor had its brief
“oold rush” early in the 20th
century and only recently an
equally-absurd

“rush.”

foolishnes that came indirect-
ly from the unemployment
problem of the time.

200 acres on the mountain
for a park site. It was decided
to put idle labor to work de-

city council appropriated 310,
000 for the project.

THE
continued their idling habits

overdrawm.

However, workers did sue-
ceed in clearing 8000 feot of
driveway 32 feet wide from
the summit to the SE Salmon
street entrance, Grading was
finished on part of this.

In 1913 the grading work
uncovered evidence of a cra-
ter and for the first time
Portland knew it had an ex-
tinct voleano.

Somehow word got around
that these volcanic deposits
contained gold. The gold rush
was on. More than 1000 per-
sons carried away quantities
31_' éhe stuff before the myth

ied.

THE CRATER was drilled
100 Teet down for study and
in 1952 it was marked by a
plagque proclaming that Port-
land is the only major U.S.
city with a wolcano in its
limits,

‘uranivmj.:

The gold rush was a bit of |-

In 1909 the city acquired

veloping the park and the|’

UNEMPLOYED idle|.

even after going to work and |
only part of the project was|:
finished sefore funds were

1
1
i
i

]

Mount Taber had ne gold, |!
but it had other advantages
worth more to a borgeoning
metropolis, Matural slopes
proved = desirable site for
TeserviNrs serving the city's
East sidg.

From time to time some
ambitious ideas were cooked
up to “enhance™ the moun-
tain's scenic attraction. In
1933 there wat a proposal to
build a 300-foot observation
tovrer at the summil. Estima-
ted cost: S500,000,

To be constructed of con
crete, stone, marble and tile,
the tower would provide a|'
viewpoint 1200 fect a®ove sta
level, Restaurants and shops|:
would be housed st woriowes|
levels,

ANOTHER PLAN was to
dig & tunnel into the center
of the craler as a tourist at-
traction. Finally, there was a
plan ta link tunnel and vower
with an elevator camying
visitors from ceep within the
earth to a pomt high above it

These plans actually got to
the city council l#wel with
serious consideration of agk-
ing government funds for con-
struction,

Ultimately, Mount Tabor
was left largely in its natural-
v beautified state, with no
steel-girded clevabors or mon-
sirous  eement towers. The
wolcanic cone was excavabed
ennareh to show the strata and
and open-air amphitheaire
constructed.

Acquisithon of the park area
by the city resulted in the me-
moval of one of the fine old
lnndmarks atop the mountain,
It was the John Smith man-
sion, buoilt in the last 19th
century by a rallrosd con-
tractor who was wiped out in
the financial paue of the early
1890's,
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NOTED FOR its numerous
fireplaces and ornate wood-
work, both inside and out,
the house was considered by
tiie city as a permanent park
building at one time. Later
the plan was abandoned and
the house torn down,

Because of the reservoirs,
the park had to be closed for
some months in early World |
War II. Sabotage was feared
but never developed. Guards
were posted for a time and
there were wire barriers
around the tanks.

Business development of
this community has been gov-
erned to some extent by the

terrain, A few businesses have
clustered on the saddie be-
tween the two summits for
many years.

The western slope, with its
more gradeal incline, has
proved the logical business
site. A few shops and stores
adjin Portland Sanitariom
hospital on SE €0th avenue
and Belmont street,

ABOUT 215 years agzo 22
businessmen on SE Haw-
thorne between 47th and 60th
announced they were banded
together in a Mount Tabor
Merchants assocation, Since
then, they have made over
tores to extend their jurdis-
diction to 39th,

The development of split-
level houses has made slop-
ing Mount Tabor newly desir-

able as a residential area. T'heE
west slope has a pgenerally|

modern residential face and
many new homes have crowd-
ed right up to the edge of the
park preserve, -

A vory recent development
has bloomed in a narrow can-
yon at the head of SE Morri-
son street. For years the can-
yon was desolate, with only
an old deserted mansion near
its moitth,

| This colorful old place, with
jiron dogs at the front door,
winding staircases and a mul-
|titude of halls and rooms, was
|a favorite “spook party” tour
‘for teen-agers,

NOW THE street has been
improved to the canyon head-
wail and a group of ultra-
madern houses has gone up,
affording tenants a degree of
privacy seldom found in the
city limits,

A revered Mount Tabor per-
sonality for many years was
the late Chaplain Jehn W,
Beard. pastor of Mount Tabor
Presbyterian ehurch from
1923 to 1948,

After distinpuished World
War 1 combat record, the
chaplain remained active in
the military. Pacifists in the
305 reviled him for his out-
spoken  insistence that a
strong military is the best
guardian of peace,

He returned to service with
the national guard in World
War II, retiring as a licuten-

ant colonel.




HIS HOBBY was retracing
historic pinneer routes, usual-
Iy on horseback or by canoe.
Most notable adventure was
a four-month, 2500-mile
horseback trip at the age of
63. In 1848, with his wife, he
rode the old Oregon trail to
its beginning at Independence,
Mo.

Portland, like much of the
West, went crazy over uran-
ium in the mid-50's. Every-
body, it seemed, was buying
Geiger counters and ene chap
claimed to have discovered
uranium in downtown Port-
land.

Mount Tabor’s volcanic ash
drew these prospectors, as
it had drawn the pold hunters
40 years before, But again the
search bore no results,

Today Mount Tabor is one
of Portland’s oldest commun-
ities, yet one of its youngest.
New home continuz to spring
up and only a few spots show

signs of seriovs blight. It is

fPortland at its typical best.

»- i k e

NEW HOMES, springing up rapidly and in profusion on Mount Tabor, give area ultra-
modorn look despite long-time history, These are on SE Morrison street east of 60th.
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CRATER of extinct volcano on Mount ar is marked by plaque. Cone has been emx-
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cavated to show strata. Picnic area, outdoor theatre have been installed nearby.



